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HOW IT STARTED 

 

What follows is the story of the Tea House of the August Moon, the information is 

from a press release  written by Walter Simmons of the Chicago Tribune Press 

Service. 

 

 

Naha Okinawa, Sept 18 (date unknown, but probably 1953) 

 

Eiko, owner of the Teahouse….before the war she was the leading geisha on Okinawa. 

 

After the war she was working in the office of Paul Skuse, ( husband of Margaret Skuse 

author of Okinawa and Okinawa Briefs, who worked for the Dependent School system on 

Okinawa) director of public safety… 

 

In 1951 she married Richard Rose of Portland Oregon an official in the civil government… 

 

Eiko saved her money, borrowed from a bank and open her big teahouse on Dec 20, 1952.  

She searched for a name more catchy than the Japanese name it still bears, Matsunoshita or 

Under the Pine Tree. 

 

Brig. Gen. James Lewis, (USA, CG, Ryukyu Command (RYCOM),18 Dec. 1952 - 2 Jan. 

1953. ) civil government chief, had been reading Sneider’s book.  When Eiko asked him for 

suggestions he said: Why don't you call it the Tea House of the August Moon. 

 

 

————————————————————————————————————-- 

 

This appears to be how the Tea House of the August Moon came to be, although there are 

other versions. 

 

The original Broadway play by John Patrick, based on Vern Sneiders 1951 book, opened at 

the Martin Beck Theater on 15 Oct, 1953 and closed on 24 Mar 1956.   The movie version 

starring Marlon Brando as Sakini, opened in Dec. 1956. 
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COPY OF ORIGINAL PRESS RELEASE BY WALTER SIMMONS 
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21 MARCH 1954 ISSUE OF PACIFIC STARS & STRIPES 

 

CONFIRMS DECEMBER 1952 OPENING DATE FOR 

TEA HOUSE AUGUST MOON 

 

YUKIKO HAMA IN THE CENTER IS THE ACTRESS WHO WILL PLAY 

LOTUS BLOSSOM IN THE PLAY “TEAHOUSE OF THE AUGUST MOON” 

SEE PAGES 11 TO 31 
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EIKO UEHARA ROSE,  OWNER OF TEA HOUSE  AUGUST MOON 

Eiko married Dick Rose in 

1951, daughter Iva probably 

born in 1951, was 2 years old 

in 1953, estimated date of 

photo. 
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POSSIBLE PHOTOS OF OPENING RECEPTION FOR THE TEA HOUSE IN DECEMBER 1952. 

NOTE THAT THE JAPANESE CHARACTER SIGN “MATSUNOSHITA” OR “UNDER THE PINE TREE”  VISIBLE ON 

THE COVER PHOTO HAS NOT BEEN PUT UP YET.  A 20 DEC 1954 AD FOR THE TEA HOUSE ON PAGE 56 SHOWS 

THE “MATSUNOSHITA” SIGN SO THESE PHOTOS WERE TAKEN BEFORE DEC 1954. 

THE LANDSCAPING AND TREES AROUND THE WALKWAY HAVE JUST BEEN PLANTED AND ARE STILL SUP-
PORTED BY STAKES AND WIRE.   CARS IN THE PHOTOS DATE TO 1952 FOR THE NEWEST ONE VISIBLE. 

YOU CAN EVEN SEE WORKMEN IN SOME OF THE PHOTOS WHO LOOK LIKE THEY ARE STILL WORKING ON 

THE BUILDING TO FINISH IT 
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EIKO AT THE TEA HOUSE 

NANCY PATTON PROBABLY A FRIEND FROM THE USCAR  PUBLIC SAFETY OFFICE 

WHERE EIKO WORKED BEFORE STARTING THE  TEA HOUSE OF THE AUGUST MOON. 



 8 

1953-54 
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1954-55 

EARLY AERIAL PHOTO OF THE TEA HOUSE AREA 
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MATCHBOXS FROM THE TEA HOUSE 

 

NOTE THAT THE PHONE NUMBER 119 IS THE SAME AS APPEARS IN THE 

1954 AD ON PAGE 40 AND ALSO ON THE MENU ON PAGE 14.   THIS 

WOULD PUT THE MATCHBOX IN THE 1953-1956 TIME FRAME 

 

THE MATCHBOX ON THE RIGHT DATES FROM THE MID 1960’S 
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PHOTO FROM “KICHI OKINAWA:  OKINAWA A MILITARY BASE”   PUBLISHED BY 

THE “OKINAWA TIMES” 1954 
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PHOTOS FROM FEB 1955 ISSUE OF NATIONAL GEOGRAPHIC, 

PROBABLY TAKEN BEFORE SEPT/OCT OF 1954. 

 

NOTE THE SMALL “TEA HOUSE AUGUST MOON” NEON SIGN, 

THIS WAS REPLACED WITH A LARGER SIGN PROBABLY 

AROUND 1956 OR 57. 
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PHOTO FROM “THE U.S. AIR FORCE ON OKINAWA”, PUBLISHED 

BY THE 313TH AIR DIVISION, PART OF THE FAR EAST AIR 

FORCES - 5TH AIR FORCE.   THIS BOOKLET WAS PROBABLY 

PUBLISHED BETWEEN 1955 AND 1956.  THE 313TH AIR DIVISION 

WAS ASSIGNED TO KADENA AIRBASE ON 1 MARCH, 1955. 

 

NOTE THE SMALL “TEA HOUSE AUGUST MOON” NEON SIGN, 

THIS WAS REPLACED WITH A LARGER SIGN PROBABLY 

AROUND 1956 OR 57. 
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1955 CHRISTMAS CARD ENVELOPE FROM THE TEA HOUSE 

NOTE THAT EIKO ONCE WORKED FOR THE DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC SAFETY AT USCAR  
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Menu from the Tea House of the August Moon 

 

Prices are in Yen which were used between 1945 and 1958 so menu is prior to 

conversion to dollars in 1958. Probably closer to 1953-54 as it bears the phone number 

119 which is seen in the 1954 ad. 

 

Note that the menu has a pine tree on it which  

 coincides with the original Japanese name of the tea house which is Matsunoshita or 

“Under the Pine Tree” which is written in Japanese under the pine tree on the menu. 
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PHOTO FROM A “THE AMERICAN PHOTO SERVICE”  BOOKLET OF 10 PHOTOS 

SHOWING A CLOSE-UP OF THE GEISHA SHRINE ON THE LEFT SIDE OF THE TEA 

HOUSE AUGUST MOON.   BELIEVED TO HAVE BEEN TAKEN BETWEEN 1953 AND 1954 
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KODACHROME SLIDES DATED 1958 

NOTE THE SMALL SIGN  ON THE FRONT ENTRANCE GATE, THIS IS A “1” MILITARY SIGN 

INDICATING THAT IT IS ACCEPTABLE FOR MILITARY PERSONNEL TO ENTER. 
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KODACHROME SLIDES DATED 1964-65 
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KODACHROME SLIDES DATED 1964-65 
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KODACHROME SLIDES DATED 1964-65 
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KODACHROME SLIDES DATED 1964-65 
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KODACHROME SLIDES DATED 1964-65 
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15 BLACK AND WHITE PHOTOS SOLD IN A PHOTO PACK BY 

 BLACKIE THE PHOTOGRAPHER.  

   NOTE THE “A” SIGN ON THE FRONT ENTRANCE GATE.   THE “A” SIGNS REPLACED THE 

“1” SIGN WHICH WOULD INDICATE THAT THESE PHOTOS WERE TAKEN  SOMETIME AFTER 

1958  BASED ON THE KODACHROME SLIDES ON PAGE 16. 
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BLACKIE THE PHOTOGRAPHER PHOTO SIMILAR TO THE 

FIRST PHOTO IN THE PHOTO PACK MAILER. 
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THE TOP POSTCARD HAS A SMALL AUGUST MOON SIGN ON THE LEFT SIDE OF THE BUILDING AND IS 

THOUGHT TO BE CLOSER TO 1953-54, IT IS BELIEVED THAT THE LARGE NEON AUGUST MOON SIGN AS SEEN 

IN THE BOTTOM POSTCARD WAS ADDED IN 1956– 57. 

 

THE BOTTOM POSTCARD IS POSTMARKED 1961.  THE BACK DESCRIPTION SAYS THAT IT WAS NAMED 
AFTER THE “CURRENT STAGE PLAY” WHICH WAS ON BROADWAY FROM 1953 TO 1956 WHICH WOULD 

INDICATE THAT THE POSTCARD MAY ACTUALLY HAVE BEEN MADE IN 1956 OR EARLIER. 

TEA HOUSE POSTCARDS 
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VARIOUS DANCERS FROM THE 

“TEA HOUSE OF THE AUGUST 

MOON”.   THESE POSTCARDS 

A RE  B Y  “ B L A C K I E  T HE 

PHOTOGRAPHER”  
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DANCERS FROM THE “TEA HOUSE OF THE AUGUST MOON”. 

POSTCARD  BY “BLACKIE THE PHOTOGRAPHER”  
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VARIOUS TEA HOUSE PUBLISHED PHOTOS BETWEEN 1954 AND 1966 
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MID 1960’S 16 PAGE PROGRAM FROM THE TEA HOUSE EXPLAINING THE 

FOLK DANCES THAT THEY PRESENT. 

AD IS FROM THE LAST PAGE OF THE PROGRAM. 
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AD FROM “THE GUIDE BOOK OF NEW OKINAWA” 

PUBLISHED BY THE OKINAWA SIGHTSEEING ASSOCIATION ON 20 DEC. 1954 

 

THE TOP PART OF THE AD IN JAPANESE READS TEA HOUSE MATSUNOSHITA OR 

“UNDER THE PINE TREE” AS DO THE JAPANESE CHARACTERS ON THE BUILDING 

WHICH WAS THE ORIGINAL NAME OF THE TEA HOUSE 

TEA HOUSE ADS FROM VARIOUS 

PUBLICATIONS ON OKINAWA 
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AD FROM “OKINAWA SPRING 1955” PUBLISHED BY LARRY KREBS. 

ACTUAL PUBLICATION DATE WAS JUNE 1955 AFTER SEVERAL MONTHS OF DELAY.   THIS 

WAS THE ONLY ISSUE OF “OKINAWA”,  A QUARTERLY PUBLICATION, THAT WAS ACTUALLY 

PUBLISHED.   LARRY KREBS STARTED PUBLISHING “THIS MONTH ON OKINAWA” IN JUNE 

1955 AND DUE TO THE DIFFICULTIES WITH PUBLISHING “OKINAWA” WHICH CONTAINED 

PHOTOS THAT HAD TO BE PRINTED IN HONG KONG HE APPARENTLY DECIDED TO DISCON-

TINUE “OKINAWA” 
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Ad from “A Brief Glimpse Into Okinawa’s Past” published 1956-1957 
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ADS FROM  

“THIS MONTH ON OKINAWA”    

1957 
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ADS FROM  

“THIS MONTH ON OKINAWA”    

1958 
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ADS FROM  

“THIS MONTH ON OKINAWA”    

1959 
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AD FROM  

“THIS MONTH ON OKINAWA”    

1960 
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AND SO LOVELY LADIES AND KIND GENTLEMEN, AS THE SUN 

SETS IN THE WESTERN SEA AND THE BREEZE WHISPERS 

THROUGH THE PINE TREES, WE BID GOODNIGHT TO THE TEA 

HOUSE OF THE AUGUST MOON 


