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A-Yen  page 290 

 

Used in Korea 7 Sept 1945 to 10 July 1946 

Used in Japan 19 July 1946 through 30 Sept 1946 (prototype military payment certificates) 

 

Military Payment Certificates page 402 

 

On 19 July 1946 Allied Military yen, type A (used earlier in Korea, see Joint Issues) was issued in the 

 Pacific Command  as an experimental controlled currency 

SEE PAGE 7 FOR FULL COPY OF  ORIGINAL ARCHIVE DOCUMENT QUOTED ABOVE. 

SEE PAGE 9 FOR INFORMATION ON PACIFIC COMMAND 

SEE PAGE 16 - MPCgram FROM JOE BOLING CONFIRMING THAT “A-YEN” WAS USED ON 

OKINAWA FOR THE MPC TEST, THIS CONFIRMS BELMONT FARIES QUESTION ABOUT 

IT’S USE IN THE JUNE 1980 ISSUE OF FTDD. 



STARS & STRIPES 

26 JUNE 1946 

 

“A” TYPE YEN ON OKINAWA 



STARS & STRIPES 

18 JULY 1946 

 

“A” TYPE YEN ON OKINAWA 

STARS & STRIPES 

19 JULY 1946 

 

“A” TYPE YEN TO OKINAWA 



6 JULY 1946 

SCAP  

“A” TYPE YEN ON OKINAWA 



30 JULY 1946 

CIRCULAR 52 IS REFERENCED IN NOTE NO. (2) 1. 

 

PARAGRAPH 3b   “ALL TYPE “A” YEN CURRENCY HAS BEEN DISTRIBUTED AND TAKEN 

UP AS CASH IN THE ACCOUNTS…….. AND THE RYUKYUS” 



CIRCULAR 52 - 1946 

SEE PAGES 10 TO 15 FOR FULL COPY 



MILITARY FINANCE REPORT  

RYUKYUS  SEPT 1946 

PARAGRAPH 6a(3)   “CONVERSION OF SUPPLEMENTAL “A” YEN TO 

MILITARY PAYMENT CERTIFICATES….” 



Statement from the book “World War II Allied Military Currency”  by Raymond Toy 

 

History The designation "B type yen" derives from the fact that, for a time after the US occupa-

tion of Okinawa Prefecture began, following the end of World War II, the US military used a 

separate scrip called "A type yen" The most important of these is Series 100 Allied mili-

tary yen (known as A yen because of the large letter in the background). This series was 

used as trial MPC in 1946 before Series 461 was issued. This fact has been known for 

many years, but acceptance of Series 100 as MPC has been slow. while "B type yen" were 

only used by the local civilians. In the brief time between the 1945 battle of Okinawa and the 

beginning of the US occupation, the islands went from a currency-free system, relying upon 

barter and distributions of supplies from the authorities, to the reintroduction of currency with 

the B yen, the introduction of the new Japanese yen (both "new yen" and "B yen" being used 

concurrently for a time) and then the establishment of the B yen as the only legal currency. 

THE ABOVE STATEMENT APPEARS TO SUPPORT THE USE OF “A” 

TYPE YEN ON OKINAWA 
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A-Yen  page 290 

 

Used in Korea 7 Sept 1945 to 10 July 1946 

Used in Japan 19 July 1946 through 30 Sept 1946 (prototype military payment certificates) 

 

Military Payment Certificates page 402 

 

On 19 July 1946 Allied Military yen, type A (used earlier in Korea, see Joint Issues) was issued in the Pacific 

Command  as an experimental controlled currency. 

 

The A yen uses on page 290 is in question as it does not indicate that A yen was used in Korea during the 

MPC test in July 1946.   Per Circular 52, 1946 it was used in Korea and in the Ryukyu Islands. 

 

The MPC test in the Pacific Command does not define what they meant by the Pacific Command, they 

could have said Japan, if the A-yen page 290 statement was correct.  The Pacific Command did not exist 

in July 1946.  See below, there was CINCAFPAC, and after the war there was SCAP and SCAP dealt 

with Korea, Japan and the Ryukyu Islands. 

 

 

The Development of Unified Command Structure for the U. S. Armed Forces, 1945-1950 

 

[Excerpted from Ronald H. Cole, et al, The History of Unified Command 1946-1993 (Washington, DC: Joint 

History Office of the Office of the Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, 1995), pp. 11-21] 

 

In the Pacific, attempts to establish a unified command for the entire area proved impossible. Service interests 

precluded the subordination of either of the two major commanders in that area (General of the Army Douglas 

McArthur and Fleet Admiral Chester W. Nimitz). During the final campaigns in the Pacific, therefore, these 

two officers held separate commands, as Commander in Chief, US Army Forces, Pacific (CINCAFPAC), 

and Commander in Chief, US Pacific Fleet (CINCPAC), respectively 

 

After considerable discussion, a compromise emerged as part of a comprehensive worldwide system of unified 

command for US forces under JCS control. The resulting "Outline Command Plan," which was in effect the 

first Unified Command Plan, was approved by President Truman on 14 December 1946. It called for the 

eventual establishment, as an "interim measure for the immediate postwar period," of seven unified commands. 

These commands, their areas of responsibility, and their missions were as follows: 

 

Far East Command. US forces in Japan, Korea, the Ryukyus, the Philippines, the Marianas, and the Bonins. 

Its commander, CINCFE, would carry out occupation duties, maintain the security of his command, plan and 

prepare for a general emergency in his area, support CINCPAC, and command US forces in China in an emer-

gency. 

 

Pacific Command. Forces allocated by the JCS within the Pacific area. CINCPAC would defend the US 

against attack through the Pacific, conduct operations in the Pacific, and maintain security of US island posi-

tions and sea and air communications, support US military commitments in China, plan and prepare for general 

emergency, and support CINCFE and CINCAL. 



1946 CIRCULAR 52 













MPC GRAM 
=========================================== 
 
  
Series 13,  No. 2096                Monday,  February 6th, 2012 
 
Dear Editor, 

 
Several questions were presented in the last gram about A and B yen and greenbacks as used in the Ryu-

kyus. 

 

First, to answer Donn Cuson, yes, A-yen was used on Okinawa as trial MPC - it was used through-

out the Pacific theater (see page 15 of the MPC book). Certainly Okinawa would be included, as 

that was an area of large US troop concentrations that was needed as part of the experiment lead-

ing to the issue of MPC. 
 

Next, the start date of 16 July 1946 for A-yen as trial MPC (page 192 of the 4th edition of the MPC 

book) is an apparent typo, since every other reference to the start date says 19 July (page 15 of the MPC 
book and throughout Remembered). 

 

The apparent short period of non-use of A-yen in Korea (withdrawn there 10 July 1946 and reissued 19 
July as trial MPC) is deceiving, as A-yen were not used in Korea almost from the start of the liberation 

(Sept 1945). The 10 July withdrawal was a formality leading to use of A-yen as trial MPC nine days 

later. 

 
The editor says that the MPC book says that "MPC Series 461, 471, 472, 481, 521 and 521 were used in 

the Ryukyus from July of 1946 through May of 1961." Clearly he meant the second 521 to be 541. How-

ever, the MPC book does not say that series 541 was used on Okinawa through it's worldwide with-
drawal date. It simply says that the series was used there. In fact, it was barely introduced (27 May 

1958) before being converted to greenbacks on 30 September 1958. 

 

The editor also says "Remembered also talks about Supplemental B Yen and states it was used exclu-
sively in the Ryukyus Islands...." Not so. Remembered clearly says that B-yen were used in both Japan 

(home islands) and the Ryukyu (also part of Japan), and gives the dates for each such use on page 292. 

 
Gary Harper says he never used MPC on Okinawa, despite arriving in May 1958. All documentation 

available to us says that MPC were withdrawn on Okinawa on 30 Sept 1958, but as I pointed out above, 

that would have left series 541 with only a four-month use period there. I rather doubt that greenbacks 
were being used interchangeably with MPC anywhere, or that the issue of series 541 would have been 

delayed or scrubbed because of anticipated conversion to green four months later, but it IS possible. It's 

more likely that Mr. Harper is just not remembering accurately - we find that regularly. 

 
Rolled together, the only disagreement among our published works is the three-day discrepancy in issue 

date for A-yen as trial MPC on page 192 of the MPC book (an error that was introduced in the 3rd edi-

tion). 
 

Joe Boling 

 
World War II Remembered, by Fred Schwan and Joseph Boling 


