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THE FIRST POST-WAR CIVILIAN PLATE DESIGN APPEARS TO BE SIMILAR  

TO THE JAPANESE STYLE THAT WAS USED PRE-WAR.    

 RYUKYU ISLANDS CIVILIAN LICENSE PLATES 

ISSUED UNDER U.S. ADMINISTRATION 

1945-72 



 

EARLY POST-WAR DATA 1945 TO 1950 

 
 

SUBJECT:    Motor Transportation, Operations and Maintenance 

 

TO: Chiji of Okinawa Gunto 

 

1. With the establishment of a Central Okinawa Administration, the responsibility for the proper 

functioning of Motor Transportation has been placed on your office. The Okinawan Director of 

Public Works, under whose jurisdiction Motor Transportation has been placed, is responsible 

directly to you and his subordinate forces in Transportation have direct responsibility to him. 

 

2.   All vehicles of American or Japanese manufacture in the hands of Okinawans are property of the 

United States Government. Vehicles issued to the Civilian Administration are for public use in the 

rehabilitation of this island. Vehicles in the hands of individuals (Civilian Administration Officials 

or otherwise) are unauthorized. It is directed that you through your agencies, seize and deliver all 

vehicles in the hands of Okinawan individuals to the Director of Motor Transportation, Military 

Government. 

 

HEADQUARTERS RYUKYUS COMMAND 

MILITARY GOVERNMENT 

APO 331 

24 March 1947 

MG DIRECTIVE 

NUMBER 11  

IT WOULD APPEAR THAT BETWEEN THE END OF THE WAR AND 24 MARCH 1947 

THERE WAS LITTLE OR NO CONTROL ON ANY PRIVATE VEHICLES STILL 

OPERATING ON OKINAWA.   THERE WERE PROBABLY VERY FEW SURVIVING 

CIVILIAN VEHICLES AND VIRTUALLY NO GAS TO OPERATE THEM SINCE IT WAS 

ALL CONTROLLED BY THE U.S. MILITARY AT THAT TIME. 

 

 IF THEY HAD ANY LICENSE PLATES THEY WERE PROBABLY PRE-WAR OR WAR 

TIME JAPANESE PLATES. 

 

 EFFECTIVE 1 APRIL 1947 ALL PRIVATE VEHICLES ON OKINAWA WERE 

CONFISCATED AND TURNED OVER TO THE AMERICAN MILITARY GOVERNMENT 

FOR MILITARY/CIVILIAN GOVERNMENT USE ONLY AND CONTROLLED 

THROUGH MOTOR POOLS.   



 

ON  17 NOVEMBER 1950 MG DIRECTIVE NUMBER 11 WAS RESCINDED. 

 

THE MILITARY GOVERNMENT CONTROL OF OKINAWA WAS TURNED OVER TO 

USCAR (UNITED STATES CIVIL ADMINISTRATION OF THE RYUKYUS) 



 

RYUKYU ISLANDS PLATE #1 

1950-1953 

THE MAN IN THE BACK SEAT ON THE LEFT IS SHUHEI HIGA, WHO WAS APPOINTED 

FIRST CHIEF EXECUTIVE OF THE RYUKYU ISLANDS IN 1952.  THE PLATE DESIGN WAS 

USED BETWEEN ABOUT 1950 AND 1953.  THE PHOTO ITSELF WAS TAKEN AT THE 

GOVERNMENT OF THE RYUKYU ISLANDS EXECUTIVE BUILDING WHICH WAS 

OPENED ON 1 APRIL 1953.  THE #1 PLATE WAS PROBABLY ISSUED TO THE CAR USED 

BY CHIEF EXECUTIVE HIGA.   FROM THE 1950 TO 52 PERIOD THERE WAS AN 

OKINAWAN ADVISORY COMMITTEE WHICH WAS THE DE FACTO CIVILIAN 

GOVERNMENT AT THAT TIME PERIOD.  WHO MAY HAVE HAD THE #1 PLATE IN THE 

50-52 PERIOD IS UNKNOWN.  THE RYUKYU ISLANDS PLATE DESIGN CHANGED IN 1954, 

IT IS ASSUMED THAT THE CHIEF EXECUTIVE GOT A NEW DESIGN PLATE FOR HIS 

CAR.  THE BEST GUESS AS TO TIME FRAME FOR THE PHOTO IS AFTER 1 APRIL 1953 

AND SOMETIME BEFORE THE NEW PLATE DESIGN CAME OUT IN 1954. 



 

  DATE OF PHOTO IS IN QUESTION  

“BUSINESS DELIVERY” 

NOTE THAT PLATE NUMBER IS ALSO PAINTED ON THE TRUCK 

 

BELIEVED TO BE A MILITARY TRUCK LOANED BY THE U.S. MILITARY GOVERNMENT 

TO THE OKINAWAN CIVILIAN ADMINISTRATION. 

 

BETWEEN  1950 AND 1953 IT APPEARS THAT PLATES WERE ISSUED IN THE PRE-WAR 

JAPANESE STYLE.  NOTHING IS KNOWN AT THIS POINT AS TO WHERE THEY WERE 

MANUFACTURED AND WHO CONTROLLED THE ISSUING OF PLATES. 



 

1952 

1950 



 

1953 

1952 



 

 1950-53  



 

 1950-53  



 

1950-53 



 

1953 

ISHIKAWA OKINAWA 



 

THIS IS AN UNRECORDED  PLATE THAT APPEARS IN 1954 DATED PHOTOGRAPHS 

 

 THERE IS NOTHING ON THE PLATE TO INDICATE IT IS FROM THE RYUKYU ISLANDS. 

IT HAS A NUMERICAL CODE NUMBER WITH A DASH AND THEN FOUR NUMBERS.   

PHOTO FROM A GROUP OF PHOTOS BY AN AMERICAN 

SERVICE MAN ON OKINAWA IN 1954-55 



 

ADDITIONAL PHOTO OF THE 1954  #-#### PLATE 

THIS PHOTO WAS PART OF A GROUP OF PHOTOS TAKEN AT ITOMAN ON 9-24-54 

NOTE THAT BOTH TRUCKS HAVE THE 1-#### PLATE 



 

PHOTOS OF THE 1954  #-#### PLATE ON VEHICLES 

 

FROM A GROUP OF KNOWN 1954 PHOTOS 

2-#### ON BUS 

3-#### ON CAR 



 

PHOTOS OF THE 1954  #-#### PLATE ON VEHICLES 

BOTH THE 1954 MILITARY PLATE AND THE 1954 CIVILIAN PLATE ARE SHOWN 

PROVIDING ADDITIONAL CONFIRMATION THAT THE #-####  PLATES ARE FROM 1954. 

ERNEST GORDON “BLACKIE” BRADFORD PHOTOGRAPHS  



 

1954 USCAR REPORT 

 

17 DEC 1954 PLATE DESIGN CHANGE 

JUST PRIOR TO THE ISSUE OF 1955 RYUKYU ISLANDS PLATES 



 

1955 

1958 

1955 TO 1959 PLATE DESIGN 



 

THE PC CODE IS UNKNOWN AT THIS TIME 



 

1959 

1  Truck                                  A ? 
2  Bus                                    B Private 
3  Car                                     C Commercial 
4  Small Truck                       F Foreign 
5  Small Car                          G  ? 
6  3 Wheel Truck 
7  3 Wheel Car 
8  Special Use 
9  Heavy Equipment 

RYUKYU ISLANDS PLATE CODES 

 

NUMBER USAGE STARTED IN 1960  

 

NUMBER AND LETTER STARTED ABOUT 1965, BUT THE 

EXACT DATES FOR PLATE DESIGN CHANGES ARE NOT KNOWN. 

 

 

 

THE SAME NUMBER CODE APPEARS TO HAVE BEEN USED FOR ONE YEAR IN 1954, 

SEE THE PREVIOUS SECTION ON 1954 PLATES. 



 

1960-67 

  1954-62 

MURIBUSHI MAGAZINE DATA 

FOXPLATES DATA 

1960 

DC 1964-65 

DC 1964-65 



 

DC 1964-65 

RYUKYU POLICE CAR  1964 

# 8 SPECIAL USE PLATE 



 

1968-72 

 1963-65 

#4B - PRIVATE TRUCK 

DC 1966-67 

FOXPLATES DATA 

MURIBUSHI  MAGAZINE DATA 

#9G HEAVY EQUIPMENT 

DC 1966-67 



 

#3B - PRIVATE CAR 

1968 

#5A - TAXI 

1963-64 



 

1968-72 

1968-72 

1966-72 

1969 

1971 

FOXPLATES DATA 

MURIBUSHI MAGAZINE DATA 



 

1954-62 1963-65  1966-72 

MURIBUSHI MAGAZINE SEPT/OCT 2011  

PUBLISHED DATES 

WORLD LICENSE PLATES. COM PUBLISHED DATES 

VARIOUS SOURCES OF RYUKYU ISLANDS LICENSE PLATE 

 DATES OF USE BETWEEN 1955 AND 1972 INDICATE THAT THE 

EXACT DESIGN CHANGE DATES ARE UNKNOWN 



 

1955-59 1960-67 1968-72 

1968-72 1968-72 

JAMES FOX PLATE DATES 

NO PUBLISHED DATA AVAILABLE ON RYUKYU ISLANDS  LICENSE PLATES 

 USED BETWEEN 1950 AND 1954. 

NO PUBLISHED INFORMATION ON THE 1950-1953 PLATES 

NO PUBLISHED INFORMATION ON THE 1954 PLATE 

DC PREFIX DATES ARE PHOTOS I TOOK ON OKINAWA WITH  

APPROXIMATE DATES.  I WAS ON OKINAWA FROM 1963 TO 1967. 


