Okinawan Repatriates
Returning Home
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RESTRICTE D

HEAZDQUARTERS RYUKYUS CCUMAND
MILTIERY GOVERNMENT y
£PO 3317

The over-all objuetive of Military Covernment administration in tho
Ryukyus Islands is to meintain oxclusive UNITED STATES control in this arca
witil svch timc os the intornational stetus and futurc administration of
these islands have been dotermined. Specific objcetives eore:

a, Liquidation of po2itical, social urd oconomic tics with the
Japancse mainland,

be Rcstoration of standards of living consistont witn thosc oxisting
prior to the war by:
1) Physical restoration of damagod nroporty and facilitics,
2) Continucd improvement of hoalth and sanitation,
(3) Institution of & sound program of ceonomic dovolopment of
trado, industry and agriculturc along lines which will in-
surc thot thc profits and buncfits thorcof accruc to the

TS

native inhabitants and which will assist them in achicving th-

hizhest possible leval of ocoip 2ic indepcndence.,

c¢. Early costeblishment of sclf-governing communitics suncrvisod by a
ninumun of militexry govermment porscnncl,

2. GEOGRAPHY:

a, Tho Ryukyus Islands form a conncebing link betweon Formosa
and Southorn Kyushu, Japan,

b. The portion of the Ryukyu Islands undor the control of tho
Ryvkyus Command Military Governmont is soparated from Japan proper at
30 degrees north latitude, south to Formosa (npt inclusive).

ce The Ryukyus Islands number aporoximatoly 140; of thesc only
30 erc largo dnough to bo rogerded as important,

d. Okinawa, tho largest of tho group, is ghtéuwy 60 milés long

.and from tvo to 16 milcs wide.

3, POPULATION OF RYUKYUS: |
Tho population of thec RYukyﬁ Islands as of 1 Octoler 1947 is:

Ok inawa Northorn Rvukyvus §o;gthéml}y_1m Tots]
527,588 211,057 111,869 850,514
o T
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1. KEPATRIATION:

- Repatriation from 1 Feb 1946 to 1 October 1947:

159,777

Into the Ryukyus:
' 8,026

To Jzpan:

2. CROP ESTLLTE FOR 1947:

a. Listecd statistics show estirmates of land set aside for various
crops in the Ryukyus for the year 1947:

CROPS ACRES

Rice, first crop 21,462

Rice, second crop 10,347

Wheat 3,832

Barley 1,720

: Soy Eeans 4.595
i Millet 1,000
¥ Sueet Potatoes 74,642
Grecn Vegetables 9,372

thite Potatoes 2,500

Suger Cane 10,00C

livlberry 75G

Upland Rice 625

Miscellaneous Crops 2,500

Totel 1ok, 445

3. HOUSING:

2, lpproximately 95 3 of housing on Okinawa was destroycd by war
darages Since conclusion of hostilities cpproximately 44,127 houses have
been constructed, A nodel prefab type house was designed ard produced
loca 1ly.

’ b. The goal is a maximunm of five persons per one-room house,

L. SUPPLY:

A directive was published establishing new standard food ration quotaé
as follows:

Class of Persons Percentage of Popylation Calories Per Day

0-2 years (ncn-employed) « g 4 900
3-5 years " ; 107 1200
6=10 years " 13.38 1400
11-20 years " 20,16 1700
21-60 years u 6.483 1600
60 and above M 6.99 1600

s Pregnant and lactating weomen 3.87 2150 -

= Medium heavy workers 32,65 2150
Heavy workers 4499 2400
Very heavy workers 1,30 2800

w2 %
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5. ADMINISTRATION:

Militery Governnent of the Ryulgra Islands care under U,S. Army

Jurisdiction on 1 July 1946, From April 1945 until the above date, it was
controlled by the U.S, HNavy,

6. AGRICULTURE:

The recognizod importonce of egriculture in the econory of the
gyukyus has brought lorth the following progrems, superviscd by Military
overnrent:

2, Loand Reclanmation

b, Orgenization of the Ryukyus Rice suthority a4 Land Reclamation
suthority. ;

0. Distribution of seed.

d. Orgonizotion cf control and loenl cooperutive agricultural
essociations numbering more than 7C,000 rembers.

e, Distribution of imported fortilizers.
f. Control of swcet potato weovil,

g. Intreduction of meat voricties of peoultry with plnns for
hatching and distribution.

h, Inmportation, raising and distribution of livestock,
i. Complotion of plons for an agriculturel experiment staticn.

j» Coopcrotion with the Educntion Departrnent for & medel agri-
cultural high scheol,

ke Silk cﬂtWOQ R

1. Lily bulbs. -
7. F RIES ¢

o, fishing associctions have beon reorganized for the purpesc of
distributing supplies ond controlling fishingactivitics in order thet a
ninirun daily requirement of two ounces per individual may be attainod &nd
maintained.

b, Fron January to Septcmbor 1947 the fish entch in the Ryukyus
anounted to approximatcly 9,234,564 pounds.

c. In August 1947 the fishing flect consisted of 242 powcred boots
and 4,825 sail cnnocs in the Ryukyus,

d. An icc plant located at the Togucﬁi Bort and Repair Yard praducce
approxinately 15 tons daily. This ice is uscd for the prescrvation of fish
both ashoro &nd aboard the fishing craft.
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a2, Some of the importent industries in theue'; islands are: liwe ash,
sendstone, office end school furniture, salt, miss, soy sfuce, Panora
hats, "silk, and forn tools,.all of, which have private liccnscs.

b. In the first querter of 1947 the Iron Working Industries on
Okinava produced approximately 5,401 tools, pots, pans and other basic
items.

¢e August production figures show 30,000 pieces of old style Okinawen
tile and 38,400 bricks,

d. Gross receipts from 16 June to 28 September in the five Okinawan
Gift Shops totaled ¥ 470,221,000, The fifth store, newly opened, is a
mobile unit which sells Ryukyuan-rade gifts to imerican personnel sboard
ships at Naha Port and White Beach. Mejor items sold cre as follows:
ceramics, woven mats and bemboo work, paintings, jewelry and panama hets,

CORMFRCE :

There are 251 Mura Township Storecs in the Ayukyus vhich sell food
and clothing to the natives, Rationing and price control are in effect.

In August the following local frrm products, measured in metric tons,
were distributed in the Ryukyus:

Fish - 617, Sweet Potatoes - 12,163, Rice - 1,092, Vegetobles - 1,242
WATER TRANSPORTATION:
At the present dute there cre 7 freight ships of 5,250 gross tons

total, 4 LST's of 16,320 gross tons total, 3 LCT's of 900 gross tons total
and 1 WT tug of 35 gross tons. The totcl gross tonnage of this shipping

is 23,405, The majority of croft is used for fishing and inter-island
conmerce, )

PUELIC ¢ Hs

Medjcal Personnel Okinava S, Ryukyug N, Ryulyus
Physicians 128 41 1
Ass't Physicians /A 5 -
Dentists 32 7 11
Ass't Dentists 24 1 -
Registered Nurscs 338 35 60
Nurses Aides 81 - -
Student Nurses 144 40 -
Midwives 171 42 -

Through the conmbined efforts of Military Government Sanitation teanms
and Civilian Adrinistration, Public Heolth Officials, there have been no
ma jor epidemics in the Ryukyus during the past yeer. A\

oal Insta : Each physicion in the Northern and Southern
Ryulyus operctes a smnll private dispensary, consisting usually of 5 to
1(_\ 2
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10 beds. He also employs the operating staff. On Okinawa there are four larze
hogpitals, Ckinawe Central Hospitel 500 beds, Nago Hospitel 200 beds, Chinen
Hospital 80 beds and Jinuza Hospital 120 beds. In addition there ere 94 dis=-
pens: rics for the outpaticnt troatment of the sick end equipped for the cerc
of bed ceses of short duration, There are three loproseriums; Jmami 0'Shire
(Morthern Ryukyus) 1CO beds, Yagnchi Shimn (Okinewa) 900 beds and Ishigaki
(Southern Ryuk;y'us) 100 beds, Tho Public Health Department of Militery Govern-
ment  exercises ~encoral supervision.

Jo B - tis i g Gunt.

&« There were 26 cescs of Japznose B Encerhalitis revorted for July.

Below is tho tablo showing now casos m Aumzat; tho total nurbor of .oaths

for 1947
w Cnsos in August Total fg 1947 Totrl deathg
Hentona 0 0
Taira 2 3 0
Jinuza A 1 2
Ishikawa 4 6 5
Macbaru 14 24 1
Koza 32 38 11
laha 8 8 0
Itonrn 4 4 0
Chinen 62 62 23
Totcl 130 156 L2

b. Meobers of the Neurotrophic Virus Commission, Tolgyo, spont consid-
crable time on Okinavwa collceting dota on mosquito habits end Encephelitis
cnSCS.

c. Roforcnce a and b eboves &t the prosent timo a Hilitery Governmiont
sanitetion tean is ongaged in e major cempeign to rid the Ryukyus of inscets,
rodonts end other discesc cecrricrs. The vrogrem is of & pornenent naturc and
includes spraying cvery housc in the Ryukyus and the issucnco of DDT for usc
in rico paddies, ditching ~nd draining.

12. LA3OR:

a, In Scptembor 1946 only 6,519 nstives wcro cmployed by military units
on Okinama, &g of 30 Scptombor 1647 the militery units on Okinawae erc employ-
ing 35,078 native workers. Of this totsl 69 porcont arc melecs and represent
the groatest percentege of skillod trorkers on Okinave,

be Scverel lerge instellztions cmploy groet numbors of native laborers.
The lizha Port uscs over 2,500 Okinewes. All stevedore, truck driving, truck
repair and hstch gangs are 100 porcont native labor, Formerly this werk was
donc by Ameriecn troops. o sccond large using ageney is the District Engincer,
in charge of tomporery and permenent construction.
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c, Netive lebor rongos fron doy Lc.bor.era to cnzinecrs with college
degrees, Salorics range fron ¥ .80 hourly to ¥ 700 monthly. Ten percent
is added for English speaking workors.

13, PUBLIC MOIGS:

Public "orks supcrvises the requisition, distribution and proper use
of 2ll building untorinl, both loe~lly and foreign produced, for use in the
Ryukyu Islonds. The building and rebuilding of houses, roads, ses vrlls,
lines of communicrtion, cte., arc further assignments of this depertment.

1. L2GAL:

Onc thousond two hundred and forty-five clanims for citizenchip hove
been filed ond processed for the following countrics: United Statcs, 465;
Philippines, 391; Peru, 270; Moxico, 5; Wonchuria, 7; Hollond, 7; Cuba, 2;
China, 16; Brezil, 55; Argentina, 92,

The types of Militeryr Courts opertted by Militcry Goverrmert cre Sumary
Provost Court and Superior Provost Court. These courtc try cascs denling
with larceny, blocknarket ond burglory.

The Militery Govermmont Logrl Deprrirent supervises tho entire judieinl
systent of tho Ryukyus.

15. EJUCATION:

No. of schools in the Ryukyus, 513; cnrcllnent, 240,255; terchers,
7,000, Typcs of schools; kincergarten, 157; elementary, 278; high schools,
20; tochnierl schools, 54; higher schools, 3. The tcrching of English is
corpulsory., Donocrntic principles, cquel suffrege, and rights cre on=
phasizod.

16. IELIGION:

e. Prior to World "ar II the principol religions of the Pyukyus were
Buddhisn, Shintoism and Christirnity. Shintoisu is not permitted row due to
its deificrtion of tho ruling fanily of Japan.

b: There are neny Christions in the Ryukyus, cpproximntely 6,000 in
nurber, vith Protostonts predomdnating in the South and Cotholics pro=-
dorineting in the North. The present Chiji (Governor) of Okinowe is of the
Christi~n faith,

ce Effective 1 Scptonber 1947 scercdited nissionnrics verc authorized
to resunic their religious vork in the ‘Hukyus,

-
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SKETCH HISTRCY OF OKINAWA

& Japanizetion program inauguratod when Janan took over the
Ryukyu Islands in 1871 and groctly intonsificd aftor 1900, wont far
in converting Okincuwa into a minicture replica of Japany the pro-
invasion bombinzs of Octokor 1944, and the campaign of ipril, May
and Juno 1945 causcd the dostruction of most of tho physicel cvidoncos
of both the proeJopancse and tho posteJapancso Qkirawan dovelopment.
But nuither tho-physical fuet of varfarc nor tho psychologioal fact 3
of Japenization exn qrite obseure tho othor fact that Ckinawe had
enjoyod many conturics of indovondent history in which sho achicvod
an indiginous culturel decvelonmont which was no less goruine for being
niniaturc, Okinawa, more than boing morcly tho lend of tho swoot potato )
and the hebu, has the proud histemy of an Oriontal statc in microcosm
with all the trappings of dynastics #£ising and folling, foudel lords '
cngagod altornately in intornceino warfarc and in patronege of the
arts, statosmon plaving an astute geme of intornctionel volities,
fluctuations botweon poricds of cconomie prosperity and thriving
foreign doination and cconomie distrecas, Okinaue after 1879 was
tho ugly duckling among Japanoso profocturcs; Okinawa sinec Octokor
1944 hes bocn tho hidcously scerrcd bottloground of militery forcos;
but Okinawa boforc 1871 uvas quito ancthor thing cgain,

Okinavan history bczins cs it roeontly scomed to ond--in chaos,
In thc begirnirg, according to thc Omorp, Okinoun's Book of Gonosis
vag Tido-ko, tho Sun-God, und Chaos, which only throuzh tho Sun 8
intorvontion woro resolved into land and sea, Tho first lond to t-ke
form was the minutc island cf Kudokn Shima, scvoral milcs off tho
southonstcrn cosst of Okinowa, Thore two demi-Gods, Shinircku and
Apomiko, porformed morumentzl 1-%ors of corrying stone and sand ond
carth, howing rock =nd planting trocs and grasscs. Thoy arrcstod the
floods vwhich rcgulorly inund-ated tho island, and thoy wrostod fire
from joolous fire-breathing Sue Drazon, Through tho doditation
of the Wimd thcy produced off-springs, mort&l mon, who cnjoycd the
fruits of the land ond the blessings of firo cnd prosontly emigreted
tc Okinana snd throughout tho rost of the nowly-formed world, to
which thcir own lohors zave final shanc,

Writton rocords of the Ryukyus hozin about €80 4D in @hincse
and Jaopenoso documents, In 605 and 606 the Chincse onzaged in o
tyrical opiscde of foroign cxvansionism whon thoy scnt missions to
Okinawa to domend tribute and submission, which domand the Okinawans
flatly rcfusod, Tho Japancso in 714 indulged in o typical indifforonec
towerd tho Ryukyus, ignoring an opon invitction from northern Ryulyu
islondors to investigeto tho groups Thero woro irrsguloir tnd infrog-
uont contacte both with Japen and China during the noxt fow conturics,
but tho poriod wis onc of indopendont dovolorment with Okinoua divided
into many small foudal states whose potty lords built thomeolves
fortificd costlos, supportod smell crmics of rotainors cnd mado the
profussion of urms more ctitractive then farming,
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Tho first momontous date in RyvkyWl histery is tho yoar 1187,
whon Shunton, reputedly the som of tho Jepcnose horo Minamoto Tanotomo
and an Okinowen princess, csteblishod himdolf as king of all Ckinaus,
King Shun-tcn ccknowledzed the sovereignty of the nrince of Setsume
(in Kyushu), and thus gave basis to Japennse claims to tho island,
Tho wnifiod kingdom of Ckincwa survivod Shun-ten and his disscluto
son and gromdeon and under the sucecoding BEise lino of kings mado
groct strides in ciiltural dovelommont, King Fisc himsclf deviscd
oan oguitoble toxotion systom, causcd magnificent tombs to bo built
for the first timo in Okincwa history, importcfl Buddhism from Byoto,
and by nceeeful moens brought tho Ryukyus as for north as imemi C'Shime
to acknowlidge his sovoreignty.

ifter o fow zoncretions tho unitod kingdom collowsoed and fouwdal
lords ogein doficd tho powor of tho king at Shurd, . N w como the porded
of thc throc kingdoms, Manzen in the South, Chuzan in tho South Contral
rogion with capital at Shuri, end Hokuzon in tho Forth., HNew cime olso
a repidly quickening currcnt of Chineso influonce, wvhich rcsulted in
groat ccomomic and nolitdecal and cultural dovelopment,

In 1372 Kinz Sotto, who hed usurpcd thé threnc at Shuri end was
cagor to conselidato his position, dispatched his brether to Poking
with voluntzry trilute of sul-hur and horscs fer tho Chincsc cmocror,
This visit peid off hendsomecly, for tho prince roturned to Gkinawa
with rich zifts of silk, pottory, porecelein, ond iren teols. “het
wes mora, ho brousht baek reports that the novly-cstablished ling
dynesty would look with fovor upen continuod communicaticns ond tributc
frem Okinawa and would mcko flore than commonsuratc rcturns., FProsontly
the scng of Shuri guntry wore going to Fcking to study and woro
roturning to intrcduco Chincsc arts and scicnecs into Okincwa; some
yeers later the Hing cmperor graciously permittod a fow dozen of his
subjacts from Foochow to omigratc to Neha end there tocch shipkuilding
ond nnvigotion, Chincso language ond philosonhy, ccting as commorcial
and cultural intermediscrics botwoon Poking ond ghuri.

Tho puople ¢ Chuzan roepidly become ontorprising cnd npresperous

soc. troders, voynging cs for north as Kores, nns for south os the Indiesy

thoy also became students of Chincse art and philosophy. Tho lords of
Honzan and Hokuzan had meonvhile been impreossod with tho advantages
accruing to Churan and hod thomscolves estiblished tribute relotions
with Chine; scon Okinawa was once agein a unificd netion, now
acknowlodging Chinosc sovereignty, its kings invosted with authority-
by (hincsoc omissarice who travoled from Poking to Ncha by spoeialy
designated "Coron-tion Ships",

Okinawa flourished, ond tolos of its cultural advancos and its
commoreial prospority rooched Jepan, Tho Jepancso dent treders to
cxploit tho Ryukyu-China trodo and Buddhist missinnarics to rropagate
the Jepaneso brond of Buddhism and Japoncso lcerning rnd art in gonoral,
But Jopancse influsncc wes still poaccful =nd and still subordinatc to
Chincsc and rosultcd cctuclly in furthor quickcring of Okincwen cultwral
devolopment,

8
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2 2 T Int MRS thinde Bihboof tho  sbbond e tdynasty} ows Decwrtity,
asconded the throne 2t Shuri and what lcecal Hiasderinng torm
Okinawa's Golden Age was usherod in, King Shoaghin continued to
eneourcge trade, which was the séurce of Okirawe's wotlbh and power,
and he new procoedod to spendllerge ports of tho profits of trado

- onhaneing the stato, ILiko Louds XIV of France, ho sought to achieve

ot tho same time thc unification and boeutification of his state and
the onfcoblemont of his noblos by gethering his foudal lords to gothor
in his capital, encournging thom to build finc villas, tc patronize
tho arts, to satisto thomsclves in lwxurics, and, os a not unforscon
conscquonce, to forcge tho sternor weys of war, Ho built Shuri Cestle
for himself, laid out ¢ mognificent wall and parkway end moat, robuilt
Shuri according to a unifiod city plan, irstituted reforcstetion and
conservation programs, osteblished a rizid ecstc systom rith diffcron-
tiations of costumo and manncrs, scquosterod all tho crms of the islend
and stored them in tho national warchouses, patrenizod 2ll the orts,
rceording the @gorg, the Okinawan "Diwvinc Poom".

King Sho-shin's successcrs carried on the zrend trnBitions end
for over o contury Ckinava onjoyed woalth and prosperity. Thon in
1609 tho Gelden Azo came to an abrupt cnd disastorcus torminetion
vwhon tho Japaneso suddenly invaded tho islond. Jopen had just suffored
ignemindous defect in Korca, and portly %o scve faco, partly to achidve
roveng8 bocauso Okinrawe hed refused to hol» provisicn Japanocse armics
in Korcg, Janan gathorod tegobher a smell flcet and inveded tho
defengloss disland of Okinawn, In tho course of scvorcl y-ars, during
which timc tho kinz of:dkinova wes o nrivilozed host go in Jancn, o
Jancnose corpothngzing zovermmont oxploited ond impovorished the island
end monopolized the Chine tr:de, Two factors, howover, combined to
work Okinawa'es ropid rohnbilitotione-one wes tho segacity of hof statos-
mon, the othor wos the poculiar doviousnoss of Japanvse polities,

To cffuct tho ceonomic roconstruction of Ckirawe, ¢ projcet which
uas under way cven bofore Jarancso invasion mode it imperative, ono of
King Sho-nci's st-tosmon, Gina Shinjo by namc, wont to China and from
Chine dmported tho swect potato (1605) and tho tochniques of sugar
nanufacture (1623), thus plocing Okine.mg agricultur:l cconomy on its
modorn footing, & fow yocrs 1-tor (1638) Jopan instituted hor policy
of isclationism, - policy which workod to Okinavdls immodinte and grcat
advantago sineo Jnpan typically loft soveral loopholes, of which
Okinowe was ono. CKinewa was considored by tho J-pancse to bo o pert
of thc domcin of the Princos of Satsuma (in Kyushu), not a part of the
Japoncso onmpire pronor, This eircumstence wos porfoetly satisfactory
to thottrcdo~conscious Princos, who roasonad that the closure of the
ompiro did nct imply ths closure of Okinewa, thet thoir owm trode with
tho islond could continue and inercese ond that tho ultinmato source of
goods vhich *hoy sceurced in Okinaowa wos nettor of which thoy ncod
take no official cognizance,

N S i
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So the Princes of Satsuma guietly encouraged Okincwa's China trade amd,
in order to avoid the suspicion of openly defying an imperial edict, they
themselves withdrew from direct management of it ond even from direct = o’
exploitation of the island, lerving Okincwan trede and politics clmost al-
togetnor in the hands of tac Okincvens thenselves, Thus Okincwa cnjoyed &
restorction of prestige ond prosperity cnd became the center of a brisk
trons-shipment trade between China nnd Jopon. Okinara continuved to pay
tributc to both countrics, and since it suited the convenionce of both to
continue the Okinavan trode without intervention, neither demonded & clari-
ficction of Okinown's anomelous position. The situntion et Shuri typified
rolntions among China, Jopan and Okinowe for severcl hundred years. On
eithor side of the =mnin nudience chamber c% Shuri Costle ucs a subordinnte
chorbor, onc built and fitted Jeponcse style for reception of Japrnese cnvoys
and the othor in Chinecss style for representatives of thot Stnte; on ocecsior:
vhen sither Chincse or Japanese were to be cspoeciclly homorcd and foted, the
other party left torm and thorcforc vos not officinlly auarc of vhat took
placoe.

" In tho tro hundred yoars aftor 1633 Ckinave cnjoyod prosperity, not os

s groat as before and grrduclly dimirishing ns the yeers wont on, but prosperit)
neverthelcss, and peace and virtual irdependence., Thon about the beginning
of thc ninctoonth contury, the Vogtern Powors hegon Yo trke nn interest ia
Okinouwr, The Fronch and British hoth tricd to nogoticrtc trede agrecnments -
ond both smuggled in semi-officicl missionary represcatetives in the 1340%s.
In 1853 the Amoriccns arrdved vhon Commodore Porry wisited ond opcned Okincva.
Ho sccurcd o trode agreoment with the King ot Shuri, cctunlly purchnsing
1nnd ot Naha for a U,S. nuvnl cocling stetion. Cormodore Perry had grandiosc
idons rbout the futurc of U.S. interssts in Okinnun ond in the islands of
the Southwest Preific in generzl. He foiled to rerlize his anmbitions in
this rcspeet lorpely beeruse he succccded so brilliantly in oponing Jopon.
In Jepen the United Stetes found more then cdequato opportunity for con-
nercinl oxponsion ond for porte of cnll on trans-Pceific voynges, and con-

= sequently lost intercst in the Dyukyus, tho Bonins ond othor islands touerd

;“7 vhich she hnd possible cleinms or aspirctions,

"W

Soon after Porry's visit, Jopen hersclf bogrn to plen cxpension. The
Ryukyus were a nrtural first choice. In 1871 Jrpnon cmnounccd that the
Iyukyus were a Jepencsc posscssion. In 1874 she ploced the islends under
the Japrnesc ilomc Officc for administrotive purposcs. In 1879 she made the
dslonde on integral port of the cmpirc proper. The King of Okinava vas |
reduccd to o Vicoroy of Jepen in 1871, to a Marcuis of the Japonese realn
in 1879, vhen he wns roroved to Tokyo, ond there provided with pcnsions onc
cstrtes sufficient to make hinm forcge cny further clain to Ckinave. In this
rogerd it is notcvorthy that the restoration of inmperinl power in Jrpan,
vhich led dircetly to Jopan's progren of forcizn exprnnsion, uas rchodvad
largely through the influonco and venlth of tho Prince of Sttsunc, who hod
cequirad no little of thnt influence cnd woalth as a result of the Okincwa
trode. Okinowa contributed very direetly to the Mciji rosterction and the
= sppecronce of Jrpan as o vorld pover, and Olidncwn tas the first to suffer
(ESJ nsS £ CONSCQUCRCO.
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Since 1879 the history of Okinawe hass becn a story of inercasing -
Japenese influcnce and of Japanization. The two grestest Japencse
achievements came aftor 1900, One was the land readjustment program
which converted what hed been commonly owned lsnds into privstely
ommed lands-~lend to which the small private ownors mansged amazingly
well to rctain title, a fact which enebled thom to remain sclf respocte
ing and reclatively prospcrous independent farmers. The other was the
cducetiona] progrnm, intensified after 1900, which went far toward
converting the people of Okinawa and the othor Ryukyu Islends into
rormal Japancso subjocts with the seme language, the same behzvior
patterns, the seme manner of living and thinking as the people of
Japen proper. But thore remained, naturelly, e differcncs--tho people
of Okinawa had thoir own history and their owm culturo snd they did
not rapidly forget it. They werc troated es sociel inferiors by the
mainland Japenose, and while there was no real oppression or exploite=
tion of Okinewas, neithor was there a full assimiletion into tho Jap~
ancsce systome

The people of Okinawe were loyal to Japen, but they were not
ardently, cortainly not fansticelly, petriotic Japancsc subjocts.
They bad & local pride as Okinawans which ccuscd thom to rcsist
complete Japenization, to rogard themsclves during the course of thc
var more cs spocteotors than es participants. Thoir own soldiers
fought in China end in the South Secas but were not involved in the
battle for Okinawa, which tho Okinswens regerded as purely a Jepanese
conpaign. Since 1 April 1945 the Okinawens have considercod themsolvos
oncc again cut away from tho Japancsc sphore; they are not as yeot
permanently attached to eny other, but vhen they ere, it will be es
Okinawans, a people who realizc that they have ¢ history and a civili-
zation end a culture which is truly their ovmne



Y » w4 & Burial Urn of Former Okinawa King
tw'omb located at URASOYE, Okinawa
!
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THE IDE4L FPOR THIS IMPOSING TYPL OF OKIN/MAN
TOMB, FASHIONED IN THE SHAPE OF THE TURTLE!S
SHELL 4LND ORIGINLILY THE SYMBOL OF LONG

LIFE, W.S TMPORTED FROM SOUTH CHIN:
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OXINAWAN TOMBS AND BURIAL CUSTOMS

Probobly the most eonsnicwcus men-mede featurc of Okinews is
the Okincwan tomb, some 32,000 of which are built into the none
arable land of tho Okinawan hillsides, About thcso tombs and about
Okinowan burizl practices thore has bocn ruch snoenlation, somo
information and ecnsidorable risinformetion, The focts as gathered
from investizntion among the Toeal peoplo themsclves, including
the mcst scholarly Okinnwen entiquarian, scom to be as deseribed below,

The carliest practice of tho Okingcwen neople was to plaee the
docd either in the forcsts, or moro cormorly, on the scashore, and
to allow tho forcos of naturc to dispese of tho remeins, Leter tho
decd were plzced in matursl caves in the cliffs by the scoshore,
The practice subscquently arose of fitting tho crves with woodon,

thon stone doors, and of onlarging ond $aproving upon the natural
foermation,

Finally, as Okinaowan civilization advanced and as Mineso
influcnec bocame folt, the ple bogan to build tombs of the prosent
typo. King Eiso (1229-1299) is roputedly the first builder of tho
imposing stylo of tomb which charancterized modern Okinawa, The
shapo is #hat of tho turtle's sholl., Tho style was importod from
South Chine where the turtle'eymbolizos lonzovitys this speeial
significance is $till attached to the turilo in“Qxinowd todzy, and
it soems clcor that the ordginal symbolism of the tomb was thorefore
that of long 1life,

Much lator anthropologicallyeminded obsorvers noted tho roscm-
blanco c¢f tho shape of the tomb to the helly of & women and imposcd
their mere sophisticatod interprotation in an offort to dorive
decpor religious significanco from Ckinawan practices, Their account
has beeome currcnt cven among tho Okincwans thormselves; briofly, it
is thet the bomb reprosonts tho womb, that ontry into the tomb is
thorefore symbolical of rcentry inte the womb, that tho Okinawans
thus in their burial precticos axpross thoir roligicus bolief in a
Buddhistic concopt of tho over-raoncwed lifc eyele and of ro-incarnc-
ticn,

Thero appoars, however, to bo no @ocal bolicf oithor in tho non-
cnding lifc-cyclo or in re-inearncticn, and while it is truc thot tho
Ok inawans arranze the bodics of tho doad in a position resenmbling
the position of the fotus in the womb, lees drawn up against tho chest,
thoy scom to attach no specinl significance to that fact, The resome-
hlance of tho tomb to the womb scoms to be nurcly coincidental, and
whilo tho Okincwans may now accopt tho womb interrretation, it was
cortainly not the originel or cven andearly concepte
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The turtle-back torb, in the scuth a femily group torb, end in other
scctions of the island & fanily tomb, is the most prevelent type. There is

‘another type, however, vhich reserbles a dwelling, sometines built into a

hill, sormstimes, particularly in thce Motobu area whers the tomb is much
smnller, built above ground like a dog house. This type is poasibly even
older than the turtle-shell type; it indicatus, perhaps a Chincse influence
ond 2 belief in a life aftor death wherc building end belongings arc csscntial.

Okinawens lavished conparatively large sums of money upon thoir tombs.
Those which were meroly carved into & coral cliff like naturel caves cost
about ¥ 500; the more megnificent turtlo-ghell tombs cost up to ¥ 10,000;
end in receont yenrs tho amount which could be spent upen %omd construction
vics linited by law, Tombs were rezl property in every scnse of tho word; thoy
could be mortgeged, bought and sold, and it was not infraquent for & family
to repair its fortunes by disposing of a fino torb, buying a less irmpressive
torb and pocketing the difference.

Preferred sites for tombs were scenic hillsides fracing south or cast.
Locations werc sclected by necromancers and had to be in cccord with the
"Tunshi®, the Spirits of the Wind and of the ater, Tombs werc built by the
familios thomselves and thoir neighbors of by profcssicnnl builders, Once
built the tomb vas decdicated with sor ceremony, not by priests as night be
expected, but by rusicians. The nusiciens would play their saniscns ond eing
their most joyrous songs; then the farcdly and friends would feast in the
tomb courtyard, and the spot would thoreafter be hallowed for the dead.

Funeral precticgs wvaried in differcnt scetions of the island but followed
a gencral pettern. *he corpsc was woshed ond clothed in handsome garmente
appropriete to the scason, then placed in o vooden casket in the main roon
of the home, lceromancers vere consulted immodiately ofter o death to doter-
mine the time for the funerel corcomony and other details, A simplc corermony
was held in the home with Buddhist pricsts and remburs of tho femily in '
attendance, the coremony consisting of burning inconso before the cnecestral
tablets and inforning the cncestors of the now death,

Tho body was borne to the greve on a lecquer litter ornemcnted with
peinted lotus flowers, The funoral procession wes headed by a man beoring
a vhite benner on which wore embroidered rcligious characters; following
hirn cene flowers, lantorn end incensc bearcrs, pricsts, boarers of tho
deceaged's name toblet, the malo kin, tho littor bearors, and then the rest
of the relatives and mourncrs, BMNost of the mourners worc whitc, but the chief
mourner worc & light brown kimono draped over his hcad and wns led by the
arn by his frionds,

On reeching the tomb the benrers placed the cnsked just inside the opening
with hcad pointing north or west. The priests gothored in the courtyard, re-
citing the sutras and beating gongs and ringing bells; the chief mourner =nd
burned inconse bofore the tombj; the other nourners bowed to the chief mourncr
end to the tomb, After this sinmple cercnmoncy, the funcral perty returned home,
being careful to choosc another route than that by which they ceme. Stone neso
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remained behind to sesl the tomb. Mourners might stop by the scashore
to cleanse their bodics on the way hcamo from the tomb, and on the
ovening of the Buriel duy they would throw stoncs sround the home of
the deceased to drive awey his spirit or any evil spirits which might
chance to be hovoring about, ;

During the 49 doys following the funorsl ceremony, the relatives
would visit the tomb evory fair day, carrving offerings of food and
flowers. A spceial service would be held on the day following tho funerel,
another every seventh dey for seven vecks. The decoased!s name
tablet, which had been carried in the funcral processicn, was retained
in the home for seven wecks end before it worc mede offerings of food,
gencrally vegetable offcrings in good Buddhist tradition, but sometimes
pork cs well, At the end of the seventh week the temporary name
tablet was teken to the tomb and burnedy the name of the deceascd
was then entcred on a pormsncnt - name pencl in the sncostrsl teblet
rack in the homo, and it was then assumed thet he hsd pessed safely
into another world,

Othcr ceromonios wore held on the hundradth day after death and
on anniversaires, particulerly the first, third, scventh, thirtecnth,
twenty-fifth and thirty-third. Yecarly, on January 16, thc families
visited thc tombs end therc held a sort of pienic in honor of the
deed. After cight generations the deed erc regerded as demi-gods and
certein deys of the yoar were sct aside for worship of them.

From onc to throo yoars aftor death, the tomb would be reopcned,
the body removed fromthe caskot, thoboncs washed end scraped by the
young unmarricd girls of thc femily, then placed in buriel urns, plain
pottery urns for ordinary person, colorfully glazed end ornemonted
urns for the hced of & femily and his wifo. Aftor meny years the dust
might be emptiod out of the urns bohind the slter inside the tomb and
room medc for ncw tenants,

Of rccent yecars the practice of cremation was gaining in popu-
larity, particularly in the Naha«<Shuri area, thc rczson being the
profound distastc of the modern girls for thc task of clecaning and
scraping the bones.
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MOST FAMOUS HISTORIC SPOTS IN OKINAWA

Naha Ci%¥: Prefectural ccpital since 1879, when Okinawa was constituted
a prefecture of the Japcnese Empire, Largest city in the Ryukyus with a
peacetime population of about 60,000, Center of Okinawen business and trade
with three banks, hundreds of warehouses and retail esteblishments, offices
of all the larpe Japenese stearship lines, two large department stores, three
narrov geuge reilvay lines (one to Itoman, one to Yonabaru, one to Kadema),
nurerous bus lines, modern elecfric porer, water and sewor systems, one large
sugar nill, one oil refinery, five iron foundries, a large sake factory,
about twent,r lerge hotels #ncluding the ultra<modern Hotel Okinawa, many
famous restaurnnts, a flourishing red-light district (the Tsumi Matchi,
reknovned for its "eight thousand besutiful prostitutes"), numerous Anmerican
and European films as well as Japanese, tvo Shinto shrines, seven Buddhist
terples, one Confucion temple, three Christicn churches, eight large elementery
schools, seven middle schools, an agricultural experiment station, prefectural
administration buildings (including the Jopanese-style Botuku-den, "Incul-
cotion of Militery Virtues Hall", still standing), a prefectural library,
an airport, a powerful radio station, modern harbor facilitics.

g Gy: The "Above the "aves" Shrine, on a high promontory over-
looking Nahe herbor, the most famous Shinto shrine on Okinawa, a spot where
from ancient times the local people gathered to celebrate the arrival or
departure of travelers, Here vwere performed state Shinte ceremonies and here
ves supposedly enshrined the sacred, phcsphorescent stone, brought up én 2
fishorman's net many centuries ago from the bottom of laha harbor. Another
account indicates that the stone here enshrined was a phallic symbol, vicwed
only by the most privileged end distinguished visitors. The Korean Bell, a
magnificent bronze bell of extraordinerily beautiful tone, a giftlmw
centuries ago from Korea, formerly hung at the Neminouwe Shrine. “he recently
robuilt shrine was dediceted to the Japenese deities, Izanﬁmno-uzkoto and
Katokakuno-likoto.

. Koem: Onoyama Park, on an island in Naha harbor, was the public
perk of Naha City, a favorite picnic end oxcursion spot and the site of tuo
claborate Shinto shrines: The Yomochi Jinja, built in 1937 to enshrine the
reformer Saion (b. 1682), Okinawa's most honored stetesman, and the economists
Gima Shinjo and Nogumi Sokwan, who in the early seventeenth century intro-
duced sweet potato culture and the techniques of sugar manufacture from China
into Okinawa; the Gokoku Jinja, built about 1940 to honor Okinawan war dead.

Gokoku Ji: udghist temple of the Shibngon Sect, located just below
the Neninoue Shrine. irst constructed between 1350 'and 1395 W King Satto,
scveral tines rebuilt, the last time about 1935. Here between 1845 and 1853
lived Dr, J. B, Bettelheim, Hungarian born, Italian-educated, British-sponsorcd
American-returned medicel nissionory, one of the very few ﬂcstorncrs to
rcgide in Okinawa and that before the opening of the Japancse cmpire., The
monuzcnt on the premiscs wos erected by Okinawan Christians and Western
nissionaries and is made of stoncs imported from the various countries in
which Dr, Bettelheim lived,

Shuri City: Capitel of the Kingdom of Okinawa from 1422 to 1879, from
enciont tines the center of Okinawan politicel and cultural development.
Replannod and benutified by King Shoshin during Okinawa's Golden Age, Site
of many of Okinava's historicel monumcnts and remains, a number of thom duly
constituted National Treasures of the Japanese Bm.tre. Site of Shuri Castle,
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villas of the Okinawen aristocracy, homes of wealthy Naha businessmen, the
Okinavan Normal School, ono Christinn church, a sugar mill, a sake factory,
numerous paname hot factories, Peacetime population of about 16,000 in=-
cluded the leaders of political, =ocinl, and artistic groups of the island.
Tho city was farmous throvghout the Jopanesc empire for the beauty of its
location, its public buildings ond gardens, its streets, bridges and homes.

Shuri Castle: Seat of the Hings of Okinawa from 1422 to 1879: since
1926 Netionsl Treasure of Japan und the site of tho Okinavan Prefectural
Shrine, in honor of Xing Shunten, who in 1187 established himself as first
king of & united Okinawa, There wore throc mein castle buildings, onc
contrel audicnce chanber, one Chinese and one Japancse reception hall, Beforc
the war the Okinevan rmuseun of objects of art and local products was housed
in the castle grounds,

Enkaku Ji: A Buddhist termple at the foot of Shuri Castle hill, built
in 1492 by King Shoshin, recently constituted a nationcl treasurc of Japcn.
Here vere displayed magnificent mood carvings and statucs, also thc aneestral
tablets of the Kings of Okinava, A carved stone bridge in the temple grounds
is onc of the trecsures of Okinawan art,

: The Futema Shinto Shrinc in the cave znd the original
Buddhist Temple in connection uith it were both built about 1450. %he spot
is sacred to the Futema Gonjin, the Virgin of Futeme, guardian spirit of
voyngers.

Bokagusuku Castle: A fortified castle built five hundred ycars ago by
Gosamaru, licge lord to King Shotaikyu; whon cttocked by Amavari, the dis-
loyal lord of Katsuren, vwho had craftily insinuated himself into royal faver
and geined approvel of an cxpedition against Nakagusuku, osomaru committed
suicide rather than resist the king's authorized agent. castle was
eaptured and razed by Amawari (1450) and not afterwards rebuilt; Amawari
hinself reisced an insurrcction against the king a few ycars leter, was de-
foated, captured and killed,

: Buddhist Temple of the Shingon Secct. First erccted
400 ycars ago by a shipwrecked Japanese pricst, Nisshu Shonin, who killed
the venomous serpent which dwelt in the cave nearby and menaced the peoplc,
The tenple was repeatedly burned and rebuilt, the last time in 1943 at a cost
of ¥ 15,000,
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i H E LLONG OKINAVA'S
BEAUTIFUL NORTHERN COASTLINE
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HAND £ND FOOT ARE BOTH EMPLOYED IN OPERATING
THIS ANCIENT RECE~THRESHING MiCHINE
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OKINAWAN LANDSCAPE IS DOTTED WITH
RICE PLDDIES SUCH AS THIS,
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SMILING WIFE OF OKINAYWLN FiRMER
BLLANCES HEAVY LOAD ON HEAD VITH B4SE
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SHURI CLSTLE

LOCLTION
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SONOHIYAN SHRINE NE/R ENTERANGE:
TO SHURI CASTLE GROUNDS.
(PRE W/R PICTURE)

SONOHIYAN SHRINE JULY 15)80
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SHI-KI-N. Yan (Shrine) located botweon
Naha and Shuri] formerly a recreational
hell of Okinawan Kings, used before the

was as a historical shrinc for the Oki-
nawan populacc

The boautiful pond in fromt of Shi-Ki-Na
Yan is now producing rice
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YEN Ki KU GI (Shrine) located in
Shuri, was the personal shrine of
former Okinawan Kings, Tho Shrinc
was opened up to the Genera Public
after Jepan took contrel of the
Ryukyus in 1871, and wes thus uscd
until the wer.
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Yi K& KU GI (Shrinc) locetion - 1947



(uN-NOH-DC Shrine located betwcen Naio
and Shuri s the shrino to which trave..
ors went for rolisious sanction. . nep-
lar Okinawan dance has bocn built arouns
the tradition of this shrinc,

KiN-NCN=DO Jocation - 1947
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S§0-GEN-7I Shrinc G- teay - the cntranc
to thoe tomple in which tho nimos of Roy:
al Okinawon femilics werc maintained on
lacguered tahlots., Locatud on tho roac
betw:con Shuri and Naha, g

S0.GEN-%L location = 1947
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Samples of Ukinawan wood block
prints, Each successive color
requires an additicnal impre-
ssion, Artist: Mr, Kabira,
Okinawan Civilian Adminstra-
tion,

Rykom Military Government
Pro.
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